
FOCUS ON JUSTICE
CSJ Center for Reconciliation and Justice

As a senior, I often get asked if I would do it 
again. Would I choose LMU again? After a brief 
thought, the answer is clear. Yes, I would choose 
LMU again. Why? Because of its people. 

Now, most will assume I am talking about 
well-known professors or great administrators, 
but I’m not. I am talking about the FM worker who 
greets me every morning at work and brings me 
Christmas gifts from her hometown. I am talking 
about the professor who invites me into office 
hours to ensure I am okay instead of being mad 

about a late assignment. I am talking about the 
Sodexo worker who makes sure I get enough to 
eat when I can’t afford to update my meal plan. I 
am talking about every person here who makes 
LMU a place to call home. I am talking about the 
hidden heroes of the LMU community.  

While most of the hidden heroes of LMU 
go unnoticed, the CSJ Center has chosen to do 
something I never thought possible- they gave 
these heroes the story they deserve. As the 
CSJ Center Research Assistant, I was given the 
privilege of assisting with this project. While in 
principle, my job was simple- setting up zoom 
meetings, creating background slides, and 
coordinating schedules- I knew something was 
special when Sister Judith called me to prepare 
for the journey.  

During the Hidden Heroes’ recordings,  
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CSJ SOCIAL JUSTICE
SCHOLARSHIP 
The Center develops its 
annual programming with a 
focus on social justice issues, 
often intersecting the power 
of the arts. The scholarship 
will be awarded to students 
whose academic and  
extracurricular activities 
focus on social justice.  
Help us reach our goal!

For more information on how 
to support the CSJ Center, 
please visit our website at
www.lmu.edu/csjcenter or 
contact Stefani Mejia, Senior 
Administrative Coordinator 
at the CSJ Center for  
Reconciliation and Justice, at
Stefani.Mejia@lmu.edu or 
310.568.6694. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Justice and Spirituality on 
Screen: Endangered 
Wed, Nov 16 at 7pm

Dreaming the Possible:  
Latinas and the Future of 
the Catholic Church 
Mon, Nov 14 at 7pm

CSJ Center Symposium 
Faces of Justice: Deepening 
Encounters, Confronting the 
Struggles 
Tues, Jan 31 – Thurs, Feb 2

Justice and Spirituality on 
Screen: Selena 
Wed, March 15 at 7pm

EXCLUSIVE  
ANNOUNCEMENT
2023 Spring Hidden Heroes 
Recognition  
Sun, March 26 at 2pm

Visit our website for more information
and to register for events –
academics.lmu.edu/csjcenter/events

continued on page 2
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My initial introduction to the TRHT 
Summer Institute in June of 2021 was 
informative, challenging, and inspiring. 
That the American Association of 
Colleges and Universities was partnering 
with higher education institutions to 
“prepare the next generation of leaders 
to break down systemic racism and 
dismantle belief in a hierarchy of human 
value” made me hopeful – it also made 
me realize how much I need to listen 
without judgement and learn without 

I witnessed beauty. I saw the writers work 
to craft a story that would not only give 
recognition to the community heroes but 
tell about the lives and humanity of each 
individual person. I watched the actors 
become each of the characters, bringing 
emotion and connection to the words 
on the page. While I had never worked 
in theatre before, there was something 
different, something moving about it all. 

Now looking back, I believe this 
movement was the power of storytelling. 

bias. Because of my engagement in 
facilitator training with numerous groups 
this year at LMU, I came to this summer’s 
Institute with a deeper commitment to 
this transformative work and desire to 
listen to the wisdom and experiences 
of the presenters and attendees with 
the LMU community in mind. I was also 
inspired by the TRHT Center Alliance 
Advisory Council’s re-examination of our 
three goals with “a desire to deepen our 
collective ability to articulate connections 

As a peace and justice major, I have 
spent a lot of time studying this power 
but  in a different way. I have learned how 
storytelling is restorative and can heal a 
situation or mend a wrong.  

However, Hidden Heroes wasn’t 
meant to heal a wrong. Instead, Hidden 
Heroes creates a sense of purpose to 
aspects of life we might ignore. For 
instance, Sister Joanna provides snacks 
for every occasion. While this act may 
seem mundane, Hidden Heroes helps 

between TRHT’s theory of change, 
LMU’s mission, LMU’s commitment to 
antiracism, and a restorative paradigm 
for cultivating an inclusive community to 
skillfully address conflict.” I feel blessed 
to have all these inspiring people, 
experiences, and tools to guide us into 
action and sustain us over the long haul. 
Where we go from here depends on all 
of us.

the audience understand that actions like 
these are impactful. 

At the end of the day, Hidden 
Heroes is a project that brings light to 
the simplicities, miracles, and wonders of 
life and people. While there were many 
lessons I learned while completing this 
project, the most important one was this: 
your story, your actions, your uniqueness 
and your heart make you a hero – 
whether the world chooses to recognize 
you as one or not.  

continued from page 1

Some Things Are Worth Repeating:  
June 2022 TRHT Summer Institute Provides Another Opportunity 
for Relationship Building and Deeper Insight
By: MaryAnne Huepper, CSJ, Associate Director, CSJ Center for Reconciliation and Justice

https://www.aacu.org/initiatives/truth-racial-healing-transformation-campus-centers 
https://www.aacu.org/initiatives/truth-racial-healing-transformation-campus-centers 
https://newsroom.lmu.edu/campusnews/new-center-emphasizes-deepening-trust-connection-healing/
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One of the major goals the CSJ’s 
(Congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph 
of Orange) set for themselves for the 
coming year – and beyond – is collaboration 
and partnership with those outside the 
Community, those with whom we work in 
service to the People of God, or to use a 
phrase from our founding documents, “the 
dear neighbor.” 

In solidarity with the CSJ Community, 
the CSJ Center at LMU re-commits itself to 
the same goal for ’22-’23 – and beyond. 

For its 10 years at LMU, the Center has 
reached out to LA Community Partners 
through student engaged learning 
immersions with groups like the Alexandria 
House (transitional housing/domestic 
violence services for women); Homeboys 
(services for the formerly gang-involved); 
The Francisco Homes (restorative justice, 
paroled lifers); CAST LA (human trafficking); 
S.P.Y and The People Concern (teen and 
general population homelessness) to name 
a few. 

We have reached out to like-minded 
service and action groups on campus such 
as CSA, EIS, Campus Ministry, and academic 
Colleges/Schools and Departments for 
participation/collaboration in all of our major 
programs: Hidden Heroes; the annual CSJ 
Center Symposium: Faces of Justice; the 
annual Film Series: Spirituality and Justice, 

again to name a few. 
More recently we have become 

members of the LMU TRHT (Truth, Racial 
Healing, and Transformation) Center 
Alliance and continue to be a member of 
the Mission and Ministry Management 
Team, both of which support transformative 
programs related to Restorative Justice and 
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI).

This year, the CSJ Center confirms its 
support of people and groups on campus 
committed to the LMU and CSJ missions of 
service to “the dear neighbor,” with special 
emphasis on our essential workers and DEI.  

At the moment we are planning a piece 
in consultation with Raymundo Andrade 
(Student Engagement Librarian, William H. 
Hannon Library) and Facilities Management, 
which will include first person narratives 
from Facilities Management employees 
-- their life, work, family experiences and 
their hopes for the future. The project is in 
process and scheduled for June 2023.

We pledge our support and participation 
in Mission and Ministry programs from DEI 
and TRHT addressing restorative justice 
and reconciliation. We hope to find many 
more individuals and groups on campus 
who are laboring in the same vineyards as 
we are. Surely we can do more sharing our 
ideas and resources than we can laboring 
alone?

SAVE  
THE DATE

2023 CSJ Center

Symposium

Faces of Justice:

Deepening 

Encounters,

Confronting the 

Struggles  

January 31 

-February 2, 2023

Loyola Marymount University 

Visit www.lmu.edu/csjcenter 

for more information.

Let’s Collaborate
The CSJ Center for Reconciliation

and Justice regularly partners

with faculty, staff, students,

alums, and community partners

to support their programming

and initiatives on campus.

If you’re interested in working

with us, please contact Stefani

Mejia at Stefani.Mejia@lmu.edu.

CSJ Center:  
Notes from  
the Director

Focus: ’22-’23 
Judith Royer, CSJ


